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MUNICIPAL LEAGUE 
OF METRO ST. LOUIS 

St. Louis Community Credit Union 

will host the February 22, meeting 
at their branch located at 6724 

Page Ave, in Pagedale. The facility 
is a half block east of Ferguson 
Avenue on the south side of Page 

Avenue. ( MAP ).  Refreshments 
will be available at 6:30 PM, and 

the meeting will begin at 7:15 PM.  
Read more about St. Louis Com-
munity Credit Union on page 2. 

 

PROGRAM:  In 1936 the voters of 

Missouri adopted Amendment 4 to 

the constitution which established 

Article IV 40-42; the formation of 

the Missouri Department of Con-

servation (MDC) and the Missouri 

Conservation Commission.   The 

Commission is vested with control, 

management, restoration, conser-

vation, and regulation of fish, for-

est, and wildlife resources of the 

state.  The Department of Conser-

vation owns and oversees hatcher-

ies, sanctuaries, refuges, and res-

ervations, and enforces the state 

wildlife code.  The Commission 

consists of four individuals ap-

pointed by the governor of 

the state to serve unpaid 6-year 

terms. No more than two of the indi-

viduals may be from the same politi-

cal party. 

Their mission is to protect and man-

age the fish, forest, and wildlife re-

sources of the state, to facilitate and 

provide opportunity for all citizens to 

use, enjoy, and learn about these re-

sources. 

The Missouri Department of Conser-

vation’s Community Conservation 

Program provides technical advice, 

planning assistance, and partnership 

opportunities to municipalities around 

the state.  These “Conservation Com-

munities” are interested in connect-

ing citizens with nature through habi-

tat improvement and responsible 

natural resource management. Dur-

ing this presentation, MDC staff will 

provide attendees with a brief intro-

duction to grant programs, cost share 

funding, partnership opportunities 

and other helpful Community Conser-

vation resources. Speaking for MDC: 

Urban Wildlife Biologist Erin Shank, 

Community Forester Mark Grueber, 

Community Conservation Planner, 

Josh Ward.   

https://www.google.com/maps/place/6724+Page+Ave,+St.+Louis,+MO+63133/@38.6740284,-90.3092956,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x87df356785a608ed:0x2d31222d33baeff1!8m2!3d38.6740284!4d-90.3071069
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S._state
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St. Louis Community Credit Union and its affiliate 

non-profit Prosperity Connection operates two 

Wealth Accumulation Centers in the St. Louis area – 

one in Pagedale and one in the Benton Park West 

neighborhood of South St. Louis. Each facility 

consists of three storefronts under one roof: 

 · A traditional Credit Union Branch 

 · An Excel Center® for free financial education and    

community development services in partnership with 

social service agencies 

 · A RedDough® Money Center that operates as a 

non-profit alternative to payday lending / check 

cashing 

These regional centers promote financial capability 

and give people an opportunity to gradually 

transition to mainstream banking services if desired, 

while paying much less for similar services on the 

street. The facilities are strategically located in 

densely populated, high traffic areas that currently 

feature payday lenders and check cashers as opposed 

to mainstream financial institutions. The idea is to 

create an oasis of sorts for the marginalized and 

disenfranchised people of our region by providing 

affordable options so they can get out of the endless 

cycle of debt and on the road to economic 

independence. 

The St. Louis County Extension 

Council is pleased to announce 

Councilman Dr. Sam Page, Saint 

Louis County Council Chair and 

Councilman for District 2, as the 

keynote speaker for the 2018 

Annual Dinner and Fundraiser. Dr. 

Page was re-elected St. Louis 

County Council Chair for this year. 

He is committed to strengthening 

the St. Louis area, educating the 

community, and keeping everyone 

safe. His work on the Council has 

helped him identify strengths, 

opportunities and areas for 

improvement in the St. Louis area.  

Dr. Page received his under- 

graduate degree in Chemistry and 

Doctor of Medicine from the 

UMKC School of Medicine. He is  

currently a physician anesthesiolo-

gist at Mercy Hospital in St. Louis 

and an Assistant Clinical Professor 

of Anesthesiology at St. Louis 

University Medical School. The 

health and well-being of residents in 

the Saint Louis area remains a top 

priority for his mission on the St. 

Louis County Council. He initiated 

and passed legislation to raise the 

legal age to purchase tobacco 

products to 21 in St. Louis County. 

In addition, he initiated and passed 

the Prescription Drug Monitoring 

Program in St. Louis County that 

now covers 80% of Missouri 

residents.  

He strives to support key programs 

that will enhance the health and 

viability of the St. Louis area. With 

his visible support and collabor-

ation with St. Louis County, we will 

continue to grow the valuable pro-

gramming throughout the St. Louis 

area. Together, we can continue the 

mission of the University of 

Missouri Extension in Saint Louis 

County.  

We invite all of St. Louis to come 

and be a part of MU Extension by 

attending the 2018 Annual Dinner 

and Fundraiser. We will be 

honoring constituents with partner 

recognition awards, displaying some 

of the work we continue to provide 

Saint Louis County residents, net-

working, and enjoying a delicious 

buffet dinner.  

Annual Dinner Details:  

 When: Friday, March 30, 2018 

at 6:00 p.m.  

 Where: Orlando’s in Maryland 

Heights (2050 Dorsett Village, 

Maryland Heights, MO 63043)  

 Cost: $35/person or $275/table 

of eight  

 Presenter: Dr. Sam Page, St. 

Louis County Council Chair 

and Councilman for District 2  

To register: Call 314-400-2115 or 

visit their website, UMSL Extension  

University Of Missouri Extention Annual 

Dinner and Fundraiser 
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At their meeting on February 1, the Municipal Park Grant Commission was presented with a unique 

request from a partnership of multiple municipalities and regional agencies. This collaborative ef-

fort sought consideration, outside of the Commission’s normal grant cycle, for a recreational pro-

ject which would provide a significant regional benefit. The Commission agreed to accept a formal 

application for the project and also agreed to accept applications during the next two months from 

any other group of municipalities for regional, multi-jurisdictional projects if the group can dem-

onstrate a justification for the special grant due to funding commitment or other extraordinary 

condition. All applications must meet the typical application criteria.  If you are working with mul-

tiple municipalities on a park and recreation project of regional significance, consider sending in 

an application.  Formal notices and more detailed information will be mailed to all municipali-

ties.  The application must be returned to the League office by 5:00 PM on March 30, 2018.  Please 

note that the regular grant round in the summer will still be conducted. 

The Commission is also accepting applications for planning grants. The applications are available 

on the Commission website, www.muniparkgrants.com.   Applications  received  by April 20  will 

be  reviewed by the Commissioners at their May meeting. If you have questions about the Plan-

ning Grant applications, please contact the Municipal League office at: 314-726-4748 or 

staff@stlmuni.org. 

Municipal Park Grant Commission            

Authorizes Special Grant Round 

http://www.muniparkgrants.com
mailto:staff@stlmuni.org
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At the January meeting, the membership heard 

from John Nations, President and CEO, and 

Jessica Mefford-Miller, Assistant Executive 

Director for Planning and System Development 

and Bi-State/Metro.  Mr. Nations indicated that  

Bi-State was created in the 1950s through a 

compact with Missouri and Illinois and a charter 

from the U.S. government.  It was originally 

envisioned to be a regional economic devel- 

opment facilitator.  Over time the agency be-

came involved in transportation services such as 

Parks Airport in Illinois and the Metro transit 

system. They also operate the Arch trams and 

have worked very closely with all agencies in-

volved in the redevelopment of the Arch grounds. 

 A new development is the Bi-State Re-

search Institute which helps attract funding for 

local economic development efforts.  In St. Louis 

County grants have been received to open two 

food kiosks at North County Metrolink stations 

and to reactivate the County's mobile health 

clinics.  Mr. Nations also discuss the Regional 

Freightway which has the potential to 

significantly boost freight shipping jobs in the 

region.  St. Louis has many advantages and the 

Freightway is seeking   

     

    

to take advantage of the highways, rail system,  

and waterways to develop more freight related 

jobs.  One important project is the replacement 

of the Merchants Bridge north of downtown to 

help reduce rail delays.  He also noted that 

farmers in the Midwest are having trouble ship- 

ping crops to the east due to freight related 

issues in St. Louis and other cities.   

Ms. Mefford-Miller discussed Metro Re-imagined, 

a new look to help revise the local bus system.  

Metro had over 41 million passenger boardings 

on over 80 bus lines.  Metro Re-imagined is 

seeking to match mobility options to markets 

where they will be most effective.  New service 

types may also be introduced to help match 

vehicles to riders needs, this could include mobile 

apps for rides.  One of the greatest needs on 

some heavily traveled routes is additional 

frequency, which this study will help determine.  

She indicated that a draft plan is to be presented 

in March. 

 Thanks to Mayor David Willson and the 

officials and employees of the City of Manchester 

for hosting the meeting at their impressive new 

HALF-PAGE AD HERE 

THANK YOU SPONSORS & SUPPORTERS 
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 CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECTS 

The Maplewood Firefighters moved into their long-awaited new headquarters last month.  The 

building is located at 7601 Manchester Road, adjacent to City Hall.  The new 18,897 square foot 

building replaces the 50 year old station which was antiquated and no longer met the needs of the 

department. 

The first floor features offices, along with a training and multi-purpose room.  Living quarters, a 

dayroom, kitchen and dining area will be located on the second floor. The fire station will also have three drive-through appa-

ratus bays and a training tower. 

The facility is the first Fire Station in St. Louis to be built to achieve LEED Silver Certification. 

The Maplewood Fire Department has 21 full-time members consisting of the Fire Chief, three crews of six Firefighters each, 

one Firefighter that floats among the three crews, and a Fire Marshal that also serves as the city's Building Official.  All mem-

bers of the Fire Department are either Firefighter / EMTs or Firefighter / Paramedics. One member is a Fire Marshal and 

Building Inspector.   

 

 

SB 553 (Dixon) - Repeals provisions from SB5 related to courts, fines, failure to appear provisions, defines 

terms "annual general operating revenue", "minor traffic violation", and "municipal ordinance violation" and 

related filing requirements. Criminal Jurisprudence Committee. Heard 1/29.  SUPPORT 

HB 1991 (Rhoads) - Enacts the Uniform Small Wireless Facility Deployment Act.  Utilities Commit-

tee.  Heard 1/24.  We expect the bill to be reported out of committee the week of February 5. Ne-

gotiations are continuing with the sponsor and proponents to address municipal concerns.   

SB 611 (Koening) - Increases gas tax to 21 cents.  Caps local sales tax rates at 7.275% and implements 

streamlined sales tax agreement.  The arbitrary local sales tax cap in this bill would be extremely damag-

ing to cities and counties.   Ways & Means Committee.  Heard 1/16 OPPOSE 

HB 2242 (Wiemann) - Requires municipalities, but not other political subdivisions, to submit quarterly to 

the state treasurer a list of all municipal vendors and payments made to those vendors.  The Treasurer is 

Eric Schmitt, the author of SB 5.  Local Government Committee.  Hearing 2/7 OPPOSE 

HB 1587 (Helms) - This bill prevents any political subdivision from adopting any new occupational fees or 

licensing requirements. A political subdivision cannot collect more than $25 from one individual under any 

existing occupational fee requirement.  Could be interpreted to reduce the gross receipts taxes from 

utilities businesses.  Professional Registration & Licensing Committee.   Heard 1/24.  Passed 

Committee 1/31.  Referred Rules Committee  OPPOSE   

                                                                                                       

For more updates visit the League website, http://www.stlmuni.Legislative/updates 

LEGISLATIVE ALERTS 
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http://www.senate.mo.gov/18info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=69472010
http://www.house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB1991&year=2018&code=R
http://www.senate.mo.gov/18info/BTS_Web/Bill.aspx?SessionType=R&BillID=69471958
https://house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB2242&year=2018&code=R
https://house.mo.gov/Bill.aspx?bill=HB1587&year=2018&code=R
http://www.stlmuni.org/2018/01/14/legislative-updates-jan-12-2018/
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The challenges facing cities and counties 

regarding facility budgeting decisions is a complicated process, dominated by various use types, from City Hall’s to 

Courthouses to Recreation Facilities to Police and Fire Stations.  How efficiently your building infrastructure oper-

ates during its lifetime and how its operation affects the lives inside, play a critical role in your strategic objectives 

and in meeting your annual budget.  

Decisions impacting the way building systems are upgraded, serviced, and maintained should consider the return on 

investment (ROI) that can be gained over time.  Unfortunately, most cities are not in a position to think like this. 

Capital budgets stretch out 3-5 years and one of the most significant obstacles to upgrading building infrastructure 

is of course, having the up-front capital to do so and prioritizing this need over other city service needs. Because of 

this, a model of emergency and piecemeal equipment replacement has continued. How systems integrate with each 

other in each facility and campus wide, consideration for energy efficient choices and how infrastructure could im-

prove the bottom line isn’t given much thought. Frankly, most cities lack the resources and technical capacity to 

assess their facilities to see where strategic improvements should be made.  How could this be done differently? 

Enter ESCOs and RsMo 8.231.1. 

ESCOs are Energy Services Companies which provide comprehensive energy solutions and services to customers, 

including: assessing, redesigning, and implementing changes to the way organizations consume energy.  The main 

goal of an ESCO is to assist with deceasing energy consumption which in turn lowers operating costs and improves 

overall facility performance.  ESCOs have been around since the energy crisis in the late 1970s.  In the early, 1990s, 

the cost of energy was rising again, deregulation was beginning and the availability of energy efficient technologies 

was rapidly changing, especially in lighting, HVAC and building management/controls systems.  In the wake of the 

financial crisis of the 2000s, the ESCO marketplace evolved into a $4 billon industry.   

In the late 1990s, the State of Missouri along with many other states recognized the need to assist public entities 

with comprehensive facility improvements with a focus on energy conservation. The State legislature passed RsMO 

8.231 – legislation on Guaranteed Energy Cost Savings Contracts - designed to financially facilitate improvements 

through a budget-neutral approach that reduces energy and operating costs. Under this statute, the savings in en-

ergy costs from the project are used to assist with cash flowing the project over the term (up to 15 years in Mis-

souri).  Many cities found that this procurement method was a more efficient and proactive way to budget over the 

long-term for building infrastructure needs.  Performance contracting allows the entity to comprehensively address 

building needs and smooths the infrastructure costs out over the term.  Since inception, hundreds of cities, counties, 

schools, universities, hospitals, state and federal building infrastructure projects have been procured using per-

formance contracting.   

Residential and Commercial buildings account for nearly 40 percent of all energy consumed in the United States. 

This translates into billions of dollars being spent on energy consumption.  The bottom line – do you know how your 

systems are performing? Is there opportunity for improvement in system integration, efficiency and energy sav-

ings? Consider the options that are available to help your city/county improve the operational and financial per-

formance of your facilities.  

Jennifer Gray is an Affiliate Member of the League and Director of Business Development for the Public Sector for 

Trane-Ingersoll Randafter.  She can be reached at: 314-374-9233 or Jennifer.Gray@trane.com  

High Performance Public Buildings 

mailto:Jennifer.Gray@trane.com
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 AFFILIATE MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

Bond Architects provides a wide range of architecture, interior design and planning solutions 
to municipalities across the region. Our projects, practice and people have been recognized for 
their commitment to enhancing communities and promoting sustainability. We are dedicated to 
maximizing energy efficiencies through advanced building control systems, climatically respon-
sive layouts, waste reduction and natural daylighting practices. 

Located in St. Louis, Missouri, Bond Architects has been planning and designing innovative municipal spaces 
throughout the region for 25 years. Experienced designers, technical architects and collaborative managers lead 
every effort, providing diverse knowledge and unprecedented service that is vital to the success of every project. 
Bond Architects’ personal delivery method of continuous management and communication ensures we consis-
tently meet budgets and schedules.  

Our responsibility to municipal clients and the communities they serve goes beyond creating handsome and 
functional spaces. As excellent stewards of public funds, Bond Architects will serve as your trusted advisor 
throughout all project phases, from community engagement to building close-out and beyond. Visit BondArchi-
tectsInc.com to see how we can help make your vision a reality. 

Brentwood Fire Dept. 

Ladue City Hall 

  Daniel Boone Library  

YMCA Springfield Chesterfield 

City Hall 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Feb. 28 thru March 2 

GFOA Winter Seminar & CPFO 

Training 

http://www.gfoa-mo.events 

 
Wed. March 7 

Putting the Pieces Together -  Part II 

https://Forum.events 

  

March 11-14 

NLC Congressional City Conference  in 

Washington D.C. 

https://ccc.nlc.org/ 

  

March—April 

Fundamentals of Economic 

Development 

https://www.umsl.edu.register 

  

LINKING LOCAL COMMUNITIES 
STRENGTHENING LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

http://www.gfoa-mo.org/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1055666&group=
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ef18l1to112a054d&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://ccc.nlc.org/
https://www.umsl.edu/gradschool/ppa/Noncredit%20Certificates/Economic%20Development.html

