RESOLUTION REGARDING THE METROPOLITAN SEWER DISTRICT (MSD) PENDING CONSENT DECREE AND RATE INCREASES
WHEREAS, rain events, typically heavy rain events, may result in sewage diluted with rain water entering some streams through special pipes called overflows, which were installed in large part to prevent basement backups; and

WHEREAS, MSD reports that this diluted water produces very little change in water quality, and no complaints or illnesses, and quickly dissipates; and

WHEREAS, MSD has been sued by the EPA and others alleging violation of the Clean Water Act, 33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq, even after spending billions of dollars in recent years to reduce sewage entering our rivers and streams; and
WHEREAS, the 805 page guiding document titled Combined Sewer Overflow Long-Term Control Plan Update Report (revised February 11, 2011), Section 6, indicates that the proposed multi-billion dollar proposal will result in precious little water quality or public health improvements in the older portions of the district with combined sewers; and

WHEREAS, there is no such corresponding document even discussing water quality benefits that would result from spending billions more in the newer MSD area served by separate sewers; and

WHEREAS, MSD, the EPA and others have negotiated a DRAFT federal consent decree that would nonetheless require MSD to dramatically raise rates by three or four times over about two decades to generate an additional $4.6 billion (2011 dollars) largely to reduce relatively harmless overflows; and

WHEREAS, the federal government is not providing funding for this mandate and fails to consider or provide understandable cost/benefit analysis that might justify huge increases in rates; and

WHEREAS, the MSD system already has other significant liabilities dealing with real sanitary and storm water issues which are far more pressing; and 

WHEREAS, MSD’s infrastructure is the fourth largest in the United States due to the cobbling together of smaller systems, yet it serves a disproportionately smaller population rendering it less efficient than a comprehensively planned system, with additional burdens in that it is serving a declining and poorer client base in part due to sprawl, socio-economic trends, and national economic stagnation; and

WHEREAS, the proposed settlement is estimated to cost many billions of dollars over the entire 23 year plan as inflation progresses, resulting in annual double digit rate increases for sanitary system improvements alone, not considering higher rates needed for stormwater management; and

WHEREAS, building significant new sewer infrastructure such as huge storage tunnels will offer little benefit when MSD cannot maintain the existing infrastructure, thereby making the system less sustainable and casting a long, dark cloud over our ability to operate a successful sewer system well into the future; and
WHEREAS, even with subsidies for low income households paid by higher income ratepayers, dramatic and unnecessary rate increases will be a substantial burden on many homeowners and businesses; and

WHEREAS, the $1.2 million fine underwritten by each of us should be re-directed from the EPA to those experiencing basement backups;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the St. Louis County Municipal League urges our stewards at MSD, EPA, DOJ and the Courts, and all other related parties, to exercise discretion and postpone the consent decree and begin meetings with more comprehensive and progressive goals in mind, and  

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the League continues to support a series of plans that would provide for more reasonable rate increases but over a longer period of years to address cost effective remediation, starting with a two to four year plan consisting of modest funding increases to reduce basement sewage backups and to concentrate on the most under performing and risky system elements, rather than all sewer overflows that have few public health risks and whose correction yield little benefits; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the federal government assist in funding at least 75% of the mandated improvements in hopes that it will assist in determining the costs and benefits of a more sustainable and practical system when it must help underwrite the costs. 

Adopted by the Membership October 27, 2011.
